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from the desk
of the Executive Director

Hello all!! Hope you are enjoying our sunny days!
We are moving and so excited for our new home. Staff are busy 
juggling many balls with the move.
Richard has been selling things on Kijiji to help with the costs of 
our move. That has been going very well.

Items are now for sale in the centre to view if you or your 
families are interested in purchasing household goods. 

With measures being lifted, the Board of Directors is developing 
a policy around what we intend to continue until we are certain 
things are much safer. Wearing of masks while moving around 

the centre will still be required. Hand sanitizing will still continue and a waiver may also be required. 
A copy of the policy will be sent out via eblast, once the policy has been approved. We know that 
many people have been double vaccinated, but there may be some who have chosen not to 
vaccinate so we will proceed with caution.

Please let your friends know what is going on as it is our understanding that many are not reading 
the eblasts and are missing information that we are sending out. Moving forward this will be very 
important as this is our fastest way of communicating. Also check your spam. Our eblasts go out 
every Monday and  Friday so these are the days to expect information from the centre. 
Again registrations must be completed by July 16th, 2021 and no later. We are running out of time 
for the move and the staff will NOT be doing any registrations after this date due to the move.
Sept 7th-9th and Sept 13th -17th we will be doing meet and greets from 10:00-2:00 for members to 
view Triwood and have refreshments. Please join us!

On September 10th we are doing a walk from Confederation Park to Triwood for our grand 
opening. If you want to join the walk we will be doing registrations online soon. We do need you to 
register so we know how many people are walking with us. We recommend that you walk with a 
friend. Park one vehicle at Triwood then drive with your friend over to Confederation Park for the 
walk. More info about the walk will be coming in an eblast. Triwood Community will also be inviting 
their members to join us for this event. The walk should end at Triwood around 11:00-11:30 and 
then we will commence with a ceremony, foodtruck and entertainment for the afternoon. Please 
join us even if you do not want to do the walk!!

As a reminder we will be answering phones until the last week of July and then may be out of 
service at some point during that week and likely the first week of August, till our phone system is 
installed and working. During that period you may call the following number during business hours 
only from 8:30-3:00 at 403-473-7969.

Looking forward to seeing you all back!! We are all very excited to be settled and back to normal 
come September!! We miss you all!
Jeannette
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Finding that new sense can help you stay healthier, 
longer. People who feel a greater sense of purpose 
generally live longer than those who don’t. 
Additionally, higher levels of purpose have been 
associated with better sleep quality and a reduced risk 
of a heart attack or stroke.

Sense of purpose is where I personally have struggled 
the most. These are the things I do. 

Engage in a Daily Practice
Start your day with meditation, yoga, walking, or some 
other physical exercise. Keep a journal and record the 
activities or feelings that promote wellbeing. 
Gazing inward can help you come up with a mantra, 
goal, mission, or purpose to live by.

Ask Yourself
There are a number of questions you can ask yourself 
when trying to determine your sense of purpose. For 
example, what can you immerse yourself in that would 
make you forget to eat? What activities make you feel 
so fully engaged that you feel relaxed, but also 
challenged?

Create
A fundamental aspect of being human is our ability 
and need to create things. The act of creating helps 
us find out who we are in the world. Don’t just sit 
around waiting for the creative bug to bite. Inspiration 
comes from doing.You don’t have to finish; you just 
have to try.

Cultivate Curiosity
What interests you? What skills do you wish you could 
develop? It’s never too late to learn something new! 
Learning more about your interests and developing 
new skills can help point you toward your purpose.

Participate in Fun Activities with Peers
Engaging with others of similar interest can bring a 
sense of purpose to life. What activities facilitate that? 
It could be playing games, baking, dancing, 
volunteering–you name it. Identify enjoyable 
activities and engage in them with others.

Travel
While routines serve a purpose, ruts do not. Get out 
of your rut by literally getting out and exploring new 
places. Travel until you can’t! 

Personally, I have found that Confederation Park 
Activity Centre responds to many of my needs. Check 
it out for yourself. For those who don’t already know, I 
think you will be appreciate the number of boxes that 
it ticks in your journey to find a more complete and, 
dare I say, a better, more fulfilling retirement;

and don’t forget....            stay active and involved
                                         Bill Kurtze

How’s Your Retirement?

Life after retirement can be 
exciting and empowering 
for some but empty and 
isolating for others. Today, 
many are using technology 
and social media to stay 
connected and fulfilled. 
That’s why 
communication is so 
important for them. I 
needed more. Here is my 
top 5 for gaining the most 
of my later years. What are 
yours?

Health: Osteoporosis arthritis, hearing impairment and 
incontinence are all common conditions we suffer from 
as we age. That’s why it’s important to receive 
consistent, high quality healthcare.  

Physical Activity: As we age, staying active is difficult 
but more important than ever. Whether playing sports, 
going for walks or doing simple exercises from a chair, 
physical activity is hugely beneficial. It releases 
feel-good hormones and helps keep some health 
problems at bay.

Relationships and Community: It’s crucial to build and 
maintain relationships. Family and friends provide 
companionship but we also need to build relationships 
in our community. Participating in group activities and 
events or going out improves well-being, mental health 
and a sense of belonging. Without these, depression is 
more likely.

Independence: After a lifetime of self-care, it’s hard to 
surrender control and those responsibilities. As we 
continue our struggle to take care of ourselves, we must 
remember it doesn’t mean everything should be done for 
us. When it comes to money matters, I recognize while 
assistance may be necessary (particularly related to 
some of the electronic scams), it’s important to maintain 
some independence. Independence is, after all, a key 
factor in preserving self-esteem.

Sense of Purpose:
While a sense of purpose varies from person-to-person, 
it can also change over time. What you valued 
during your working life, like success or accolades, can 
be much different in retirement. Major life events and 
milestones like retirement often force you to re-evaluate 
your sense of purpose.

a word from your president
Bill Kurtze
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meet our team

CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BILL KURTZE
President

PAT PITSEL
Past President

MARLENE MONILAWS
Vice President

DOROTHY DYER
Secretary

GILLIAN LINES
Treasurer

Directors

BEV CUMMING
LYNN GREIG

CELIA BARRINGTON
MUYIDEEN ELEGBEDE

RAEL KALLEY
SHARON DUN

STAFF

 JEANNETTE PROVO       Executive Director
           JADE NIELSEN         Executive Assistant/
                                   Marketing Coordinator
           SUSAN INK            Administrative Assistant
             RICHARD MA        Volunteer Coordinator/ 
                                               Office Administrator 
                DEBBIE NAY        T&C/Volunteer 
        Coordinator
                  AMAN GILL       Bookkeeper
      HARNAK  SINGH          Janitor

     

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Full / Associate Membership

$30.00 / year

Membership Year

January 1, 2021  - December 2021

BOUTIQUE
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Wednesday -Thursday - Friday
Exclusive viewing by appointment only
Call 403 289-4780 to book your session

KITCHEN
TEMPORARILY CLOSED

FROZEN MEALS CAN BE ORDERED
lunchestogo@yycseniors.com

403 289-4780

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday

OFFICE HOURS
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

REGISTRATIONS
10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM
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Confederation Park 55+ Activity Centre welcomes food and donations for our pantry. The COVID-19  
pandemic has been tumultuous and has created an uncertain time for so many, and especially for 
those who have food insecurity. Now more than ever, our community and our most vulnerable 
neighbours need our help. This is why, during COVID-19, we are providing nutritional meals at a cost of 
$7.00 per meal. We are happy to offer this service and hope that the money save through this 
service will give you one less bill to have to worry about. Your kind  donations of food will be gratefully 
received each Wednesday, Thursday and Friday by Debbie Nay. Please call ahead to let her know you 
are coming. She can be reached at 403 289-4780 ext. 206. Cash donations are welcome anytime.

 
Special Thanks to all of our Donors and Sponsors. 

We are happy to be part of the Good Food Box program through Calgary’s 
Community Kitchen. Boxes filled with an array of fresh fruit and vegetables 
are available to all members at a cost of:
$25/20 lbs., $30/30 lbs. and $35/40 lbs. 
Order your Good Food Box through Richard Ma, 403 289-4780, ext. #200.

To discuss the various ways in which you can support our Centre please contact 
the Centre at 403-289-4780, or email info@yycsenior.com.
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To discuss the various ways in which you can support our Centre please contact 
the Centre at 403-289-4780, or email info@yycsenior.com.

lift fundraising campaign

The lift fundraiser has been a wonderful success. We 
surpassed our goal amount!  A sincere and heartfelt thank you to our members 
for your generous donations. We hope to have the lift installed by the time we 
open in our new Centre. The phone calls, where we got to reach out and hear 
our members’ concerns and questions, have been invaluable. Through these 
conversations, we were able to answer any inquiries and allay any 
concerns.

Celia Barrington,
Chair of Fund Development Committee

campaign progress

Many thanks to those who generously donated to the 
lift campaign. We appreciate your generous hearts. 
We’re thrilled to report that we surpassed our goal.

* number reflective of amount 
raised as of July 1st

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION

FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION
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SUSAN AITKEN
WAYNE & DONNA ARVIDSON

SHARON ASHTON
GLORIA & ROBERT BAKER

KEN BANZET
CELIA BARRINGTON

NAVEE BLAIR
HELEN BORM

ALBERT BOWYER
PAT BOYKO

DONNA BURWASH
SIMONE BYERS

MICKEY CAMPBELL
DWIGHT & ANNE CARLSON

SUSANA CARPENTER
LISA CASSELMAN
BETH CHATTEN

WINNIE CHEW-SEMPLE
MARILYN CLARE
SIDSEL COCKS
MARIE COLLINS
MARY COULSON

KAREN COURTNEY
ALAN COX

THE CONFEDERATES
GORDON & BEV CUMMING
ALLAN & DARLENE DAVIES

KAY DEBERNARDO
VALERIE DEVLIN

TERRY & TERESA DOBROWOLSKI
DOROTHY DYER

DAVID & EVELYN DYER
LINDA EARL

PAUL ENGLISH & MARION WOOD-
MAN

MARLEEN FOCH
CHERYL FOSTER
RHONA GEARTY

FRANKIE GERONAZZO
SANDRA GILFEDDER

GWEN GOVER
LYNN GREIG

KIT GROOM
LYNN HAGEL
PAT HARDING
ANGIE HART
JOYCE HEAD

MARILYN HENNESSEY
DARLENE HEYNEN
MARLENE HOBSON
LORRAINE HOLMAN

EILEEN HOLMES
ELSIE HUTTON
LOREE IRVING

AGNES JESSAMINE
NICOLE JOHNSTON

MAXINE KEHLER
MAUREEN KEITH

JEAN KENSIT
PAT KINSELLA

DEBORA KLAUS
BARBARA KONNO

ALEXANDER KOZUB
GERRY KRUHLAK

BILL KURTZE
MARGARET LAMB

BERNADETTE LANGILL
LES & EILEEN LEHR

BRIAN LEWIS
VIRGINIA LI

GLEN & GILLIAN LINES
ELIZABETH LONG

BARRY LUFT
PUI KENG

MARION MAKARCHUK
ERNA MASCHKI

CLAUDE MATHIEU
STUART MCBRIDE
BARB MCCREAVEY

ELISABETH MCDONALD
IAN MCDONALD

DONALD MCKINNON
WILLA MCMULLAN

CHRISTIE MEWDELL

MARLENE MONILAWS
MOLLY MURRAY

VERONIQUE MUTSCHLECHNER
BERYL NETTO

SHIRLEY NEIDERMEYER
JOANNE PARKER

PAT PITSEL
STELLA QUILLEY
JOYCE REDDY

BURDETTE RICHARDSON
CAROL RIX

JOAN ROBERTSON
PAT ROSETTIS
ADA SAWCHUK

PHYLLIS SCHMALTZ
MARLENE SMITH

KAREN SMITH
JANICE SMITH

MARIE SOMERS
SUSANNE STEVENS

JENIFER STOTT
VALLI STUART

GINETTE SZEKRENYES
SUZANNE TENOLD

JUDY TODD
ROD TOWNSEND

FRANK & JOY VAN DUSEN
GEERTJE VAN LEPEREN

BETTY WAKE
BRENDA WALKER

LINDSAY WALTERS
HENNETTE WANVIG
P. GAIL WHITEFORD
JEAN WHITELOCK

RUDY WIENS
LIONNETTE WILLIAMS

ELEANOR WILSON
BARBARA WILSON

GEORGE & ELLEN YEUNG
MARILYN ZELENKA

GEORGE ZVANCHUK
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Arbor Memorial Inc. 

CLIENT: Arbor Memorial BLEED: None
DOCKET: D019805 TYPE SAFETY: 0.3125” all around
NAME: Eden Brook “help my family” Ad COLOUR: 4 Colour Process
AD SIZE: 8.5” W x 5.5” H

“ ... because I want to help my 
family, even after I’m gone.”

Why make end-of-life plans?
By completing your funeral and cemetery 
plans, and your Will, you can protect your family 
and your estate, exactly the way you choose.  

Call Charlie Emery, Assistant Branch 
Manager for more information  
403-879-7148

Eden Brook 
Funeral Home & Cemetery
by Arbor Memorial

24223 Township Road 242, Calgary, AB
edenbrookcemetery.ca

Official 
Family Registry 
Estate PlannerTM

FREE
Ask for details

Special Thanks 
to Edenbrook Funeral Home & Cemetary for 

Their Generous Support of Our Lift Campaign
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                tea & conversation

A Message from our T & C Coordinator, Debbie Nay

We are happy to announce that the T&C Program will resume Thursday September 16th, from 1:30 
pm - 2:30 pm. For all of our Taxi Client, the taxi service will resume starting the 16th as well. The taxi 
pick-up time will be 12:30 pm. We are excited to get this weekly event up and running again at our 
new home.  

As you know COVID restrictions are constantly changing. We pride ourselves in keeping you all as 
safe as possible with the information we have available. Rest assured, we will all be together again 
soon. Until then, take good care of each other. Please be kind as we are all doing the best we can.       

For more information about the T&C Program, please contact our T&C Cordinator Debbie Nay at 403-
289-4780 ext. 206.

We continue to remember, acknowledge and thank Jean Turnbull, “The mother of Confederation 
Park”. She left everyone with wonderfu emeories along with a generous donation to the T&C Program 
and our Centre. 

THE PANTRY
To date the Pantry has helped over 1,200 folks with nutritious, 
delicious food. Thank you all for your generous donations of food and 
cash. It is so wonderful to witness so many acts of kindness in such 
troubled times. Your donations have been such a welcome gift and are 
so appreciated. All cash donations are greatly appreciated and 
donations of $20.00 or more are eligible for a tax receipt. We are always 
in need of fruit, vegetables, peanut butter, and jams. Please note, we do 
not accept expired food items. If you, or anyone you know would like to 
support the pantry or may benefit from this service, please reach out to 
us @ 403-289-4780. 

The Pantry has become a welcome, well received program at Confederation Park 55+. The most 
common comments we are receiving from our friends are: 

“Thank you. You are all angels from heaven”.
“God Bless you all”. “I can’t find enough words to thank you”. 
“It was like Christmas Eve in 1936 when someone dropped off a hamper of food for my family in the 
midst of the Depression”.
“What a wonderful, warm service to offer seniors like myself”.
“Thank you, very, very much, for giving me peace of mind and a healthy diet. I won’t forget this 
kindness”            
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TAKEAWAY MEAL PROGRAM

Not only do we try to provide delicious, nutritional meals, we hope this program will reduce the bur-
den of having to travel to and from the grocery store and remove some financial burden, giving you a 
few extra bucks to spend on other things.

We respect the challenges that many of our members and friends face at this difficult time and hope 
this service is of benefit to you. Rest assured, all personal information you provide is confidential. For 
more information, please contact Debbie Nay, T&C Coordinator.    

*The last day to order frozen meals, before we make our move to Triwood Community 
Association will be July 23rd 

      
     

BOUTIQUE
Thank you all for your kind words and donations to our beautiful Boutique. We accept gently used 
clothing donations; This is on hold until we get settled into our new home at Triwood.If you have 
items you would like to donate please hold onto them until September. 
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centre services

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS
Jeannette Provo, Executive Director for Confederation Park 55+ Activity Centre
Please call 403.289.4780 Ext. 202  Services by appointment only.

MCPHAIL HARDING LAWYER - MEMBERS ONLY -  Pending till further notice

PODIATRIST - MEMBERS ONLY -  Pending till further notice
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Centre Address & Phone Executive 

Director/CEO/Coordinator 
Known For 

Bow Cliff 
Seniors 

3375 Spruce Drive SW   
403-246-0390 

John Yannitsos 
John@bowclifffseniors.org  

Art & Music 
Weekly Luncheons 

Good 
Companions 50 
Plus 

2609 19 Ave SW 
403-249-6991 

Tom Gillespie 
tomggc50plus@gmail.com  

Community Garden 
Online Fitness &Wellness 
Programs 

 
Bowness 
Seniors Centre 

6422 – 35 Ave. NW 
403-286-4488 

Christine Barlow 
info@bownessseniorcscentre.com  

Community Sunday 
Brunch 
Card making/crafts 

Calgary Chinese 
Elderly Citizens 
Association 
CCECA 

111 Riverfront AVE. SW 
403-269-6122 

Liza Chan 
403-269-6122 ext 230 
Liza.chan@cceca.ca 

All services for Chinese 
Seniors 
Advocacy 

    
Confederation 
Park 55+ 
Activity Centre 

2213 – 13 St. NW 
403-289-4780 

Jeannette Provo 
ed@yycseniors.com  

Tea & Conversation 
Pantry & Frozen Meals 
Online Fitness and Art 
Classes 

Parkdale Nifty 
50’s 

3512 – 5 Ave NW 
403-283-0620 

Michael Stellmach 
mstellmach@pdnf.org 

Art classes & Art sale 
Bridge 

West Hillhurst 
Go-Getters 

1940 – 6 Ave NW 
(inside WHCA) 
403-283-3720 

Carole Saviak 
gogetters@telus.net 

Day trips (own bus) 
Bingo 

 
Greater Forest 
Lawn / Albert 
Park 

3425 -26 Ave SE 
403-272-4661 

Jenna Jepson 
jenna@gfls.org 

Home Maintenance 
Program (housekeeping, 
snow removal & lawn 
care) 
Agency partnerships 

Ogden House 
55+ 

2102 -69 Ave SE 
403-279-2003 

Renata Michalski 
renata@ogden50plus.org 

Language training 
Happy hour / meal 

Kerby Centre 1133-7 Avenue SW 
403-265-0661 

Larry Mathieson 
larrym@kerbycentre.com 

Being the largest centre 
in Calgary 

 
Oakridge 
Seniors Assoc. 

 
403-801-7254 

 
info@oakridgeseniors.ca 

Virtual Programs 
 

 

SENIORS CENTRES CONTACT LIST 

Note: All Centres are membership-based, and annual membership fee is reasonable. All provide activities at 
a low cost. In addition to the activities they are “known for”, all Centres offer social and exercise and health 
and wellness activities, classes, drop-ins, Tea & Conversation, meals, clubs, gathering place for connections, 
crafts, trips, bingo, etc. Check their website for the full monthly calendar. 

seniors centres contact list
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We would like to recognize Saturday night dance volunteers for their 
volunteering at confederation Park 55+ Activity Centre. All the proceeds 
generated at the Saturday night dances were donated back to Confederation 
Park 55+ Activity Centre. We sincerely appreciate all that the Saturday night
dancers have done for the centre

We want to thank:

Rick & Sandy Staple
Tony Krivoblocki & Pat Fawcett
Dianne Beattie
Don Lawrence & Bonnie Feary
Claire Crierie & Ray Mulvihill
Jim Simmons & Betty McPercival
Jim& Irma Mackenzie
Eileen Billings & Art Pahl
John Young
Lois & Rick Sehn
Jan Dennis & Brian Peters
Irene & Gordon Baturin
Christina Azpiazu
Jeannette Beck

volunteer for the month of June

covid relief cookout
Our first Covid Relief Cookout was a great success! Thank you to everyone who attended, we hope you had a 

blast. Thank you to our Board, all of the volunteers and staff who made the event possible. 
 

We will be hosting another Covid Relief Cookout event on July 21st. To register visit our website or call the 
Centre at 403-289-4780. There will be a maximum of 100 tickets available. 

 
The event will start at 11:30 am with entertainment provided by Randy Poirier in the afternoon between 1-2 pm. 

 
Tickets are $15 per person.  

A special thank you to 
 
.
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a message from a community partner

The team at Triwood is getting back to work, and amping up for their Stampede week! They are reaching out 
to our members in hopes to connect with a few interested volunteers for their Stampede Breakfast and 

Stampede Burger Night.

Stampede Breakfast (8 - 10)
July 11: 9 - 12 pm 

Help Required - Flipping Pancakes, Bussing, Wiping Tables, Helping keep the area clean 

Stampede Burger Night (2- 3) 
July 15 - 5:30 - 9 pm 

Runners and Help Keeping the area Clean

If you’re able to help or know someone who might be interested, please pass this information along. Contact 
Jennifer by email at events@triwoodcommunity.com

If you are unable to volunteer still consider visiting Triwood to celebrate the Stampede and eat some 
delicious food.
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Enjoying Summer with Hearing Aids

Hearing aids are a great tool to help hard of hearing individuals with communication. 
They do however, need extra care in the Summer due to:

Heat

• Both the casing and batteries can be damaged by high temperatures
• Direct sunlight is especially harmful
• Avoid leaving hearing aids and batteries in your vehicle
• Find a cool, dry place away from the sun to store your hearing aids when not wearing them
• Keep a hat handy to protect your hearing aids from direct sunlight and any sudden rain showers

Beaches

• If you are lucky enough to visit a beach – the ocean does pose a water damage threat
• Salt water is especially damaging to hearing aids as it leaves salt crystals inside the devices
• Avoid sand to circumvent permanent damage to the hearing aids and tubing. Never touch your 
• hearing aids when your hands are sandy and be careful when laying down
• Sunscreen oils can damage hearing aids – apply lotions and sprays BEFORE putting in your hearing 

aids and clean your hands before touching them again
• Don’t swim wearing your hearing aids.
• Bring a dry-kit or cover your hearing aids with sleeves or covers

a message from Deaf & Hear Alberta
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Sweat

• High temperatures and humidity can be terrible for hearing aids
• Increased water in the air can cause water to condense inside 

Maintenance

• Properly clean your hearing aids – wipe daily with a dry cloth to reduce risk of damage
• Quickly remove any water – remove the batteries – close the battery door and remove the tube and 

use your hearing aid dryer to dry. Carefully wipe with a towel, and when dry, put in new batteries 
• Do Not use a blow dryer – these can damage the intricate components within the aids
• Store your hearing aids in a hearing aid dryer, de-humidifier at night to give them a chance to dry out
• Don’t forget to open the battery door and remove the batteries when storing at night
• Regularly (monthly) change the wax guard – helps protect your devices from a damaging buildup of 

wax, skin particles, and debris

Deaf & Hear Alberta is here to assist you with your accessibility needs or support for hearing loss 
challenges. For Summer activities try the Phonak Stick ‘N’ Stay Hearing Aids Stickers.
https://bit.ly/2S0EMao

For more information and support for working through the challenges of hearing loss, join our free 
mentoring program. Sometimes it’s easier to talk to someone with lived experience.
https://deafandhearalberta.ca/peer-to-hear/
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cross word
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cross word soution
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confederation park 55+ book club review

Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens
This was our final book for this season, and what a 
book it was!

This is Ms Owens first foray into fiction , but by no means her first 
book. She and her husband have been publishing books on the 
zoology of the marsh country of North Carolina  where the book is set.
The story is a subtle combination of mystery, coming of age, 
prejudice, and abandonment, with an effortless mingling of the study 
of insects and birds woven throughout the book. While the book is in 
a flash back style, the author has most helpfully placed the year at the 
beginning of each time period.

1952 Kya is only 6 when her mother walks out of her life, escaping her 
abusive, alcoholic husband. The older children of the family 
follow, even her nearest brother who is 7 years older, leaves. The 
sense of abandonment is burned into her soul.  At 6 years old she 

has to become self sufficient and cook, while avoiding her father by heading into the marsh . She 
encounters the prejudices and vilification of the town on her few visits.  She goes to great lengths 
to avoid anyone coming around the shack.

She encounters one friendly soul, Tate, in the marsh ,who helps her to steer her boat back to 
her home lagoon. He and the coloured owner of a ramshackle convenience and gas station on a 
warm, become her only friends. Her father finally also disappears and Kya is completely alone. 
The Marsh and its creatures are her family and her teachers.   She is finally taken to school. This 
is a humiliating event. She never returns. 

1969 The book now introduces us to the mystery. The body of the town’s golden boy, is found lying 
in the swamp  beneath an old fire tower. How did he get there? 
The years turn, Kya  continues to be helped by Jumpin’ and the people of Coloured Town. Tate 
teaches her to read & write.  He has to leave. With every departure is the pain of the 1st loss.  
Her craving for human contact finds her watching the town’s teenage kids . She observes their 
behaviour and measures it by her knowledge of the creatures she has seen and what she is now 
reading from the nature almanacs that Tate supplies. At every turn the author refers us back to the 
laws of nature.   

Kya turns into a beautiful young woman , soon Chase, the golden boy, notices this, just as she has 
been observing him from behind the palmettos.  They have an affair, but Kya knows, despite the 
need for  physical closeness - she does not love this boy - She fantasizes being part of a family, 
but he gets engaged to another girl and the affair is over….

Our book club loved this skillfully woven book, and while there are plans for a movie, I strongly 
recommend that this book should be read to be best experienced and to discover how this story 
ends . 
                                                                                        Respectfully submitted by Jean Kensit


